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RANDOM OBSERVATIONS ON 
WOLSTON AND NEWSTEAD HOUSE 
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 
[By SIR RAPHAEL CILENTO.] 
(Delivered at the Annual General Meeting of the Royal 
Historical Society of Queensland on 22 September 1966 
(53rd year).) 
(Prefacing his remarks with an expression of 
cordial thanks for the continual assistance and loyal 
support of the Council, the Members and the Officers 
of the Society and especially to the Hon. Secretary 
(Mrs. Louise Harris) and the Vice-Presidents who 
had, from time to time, acted for him during his 
absences from Queensland, the President delivered 
the following address.) 
Last year I set out for you in lengthy detail the life story 
of Dr. Stephen Simpson of Wolston (Warwickshire), 
DR. STEPHEN SIMPSON 
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England; and of Woogaroo (Wacol) and Wolston, Queens-
land. There were a few gaps and of these the gravest was the 
absence of an actual record of his birth or origin though other 
facts indicated late 1792 for the former. His father could not 
be traced from the one reference regarding him that was 
found, but circumstances suggested that he was of "Coventry" 
and was a "gentleman." 
I said then: 
"It (Wolston) is within St. Margaret's parish of 
Coventry, and at present, the records are being searched 
in the hope of finding an entry that will clarify the matter." 
The search was indeed rewarded! 
A CHANCE DISCOVERY 
My search had begun almost by chance: I was following 
another matter regarding the Norman period in Italy and at 
the conclusion of one article upon it I passed idly on to the 
next heading "Norman Architecture." I was electrified to 
read that Norman remains were few in English buildings but 
one of the best doorways was at WOLSTON! The name 
leaped at me from the paper: correspondence with the rector 
(Rev. R. P. Jones) and others followed, and the baptismal 
ST. MARGARET'S, WOLSTON 
Old Norman Doorway, 12th Century. 
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record of Stephen Simpson on 29 July 1793, in St. Margaret's 
Church, was located among many other items. Photo-
graphs of the entry, interestingly enough, show it to be a 
late entry—added out of sequence at the end of the year, 
and therefore, probably, indicating that the birth was of an 
"outsider" who lived elsewhere, e.g. in Coventry itself as the 
entry further demonstrated or, maybe, in Lichfield. 
I had enlisted the help of the Agent-General for Queens-
land (Dr. W. A. T. Summerville) and his oflficers (especially 
Mr. B. T. Pendry) and now asked them to try to trace k 
possible the record of the marriage of Dr. Simpson which 1 
thought would have been solemnized in 1838 or 1839. 
Records only began in 1837 so that it was thought that search 
might reveal results without undue labour if any record 
existed. It did. 
On 25 October 1965 the official secretary (Mr. Ormond 
Porter) to the Agent-General wrote saying among other 
things: 
"I now enclose certificate of marriage of Stephen Simp-
son and Sophia Anne Simpson who were married on the 
15th September 1838. This is the only entry of a marriage 
of a Stephen Simpson which could be traced in the records 
at Somerset House at the time when Dr. Simpson was 
believed to have married, and it would appear that this is 
the certificate of marriage in question. 
"If a certificate of death of a Sophia Anne Simpson can 
be traced by the Registrar-General in Sydney this would 
tend to confirm that the certificate of marriage obtained is 
the correct one." 
In the meantime, as mentioned in my address in 1965, 
though I had been unable to locate any death certificate in 
Sydney, 1 had secured through a search made by officers of 
the Mitchell Library, a reference from the "Sydney Morning 
Herald" of 25 May 1840, page 6, column 5, which clinched 
the matter. It reads: 
"On the 19th instant Sophia Anne Simpson, wife of 
Stephen Simpson, M.D., of Jamison Street, Sydney, in her 
36th year." 
The marriage certificate, however, added other points of 
interest and avenues of research. It included the name of 
Stephen Simpson's father "Thomas Gravenor Simpson" and 
Sophia Anne's maiden name, from which it was apparent that 
she was also a relative; that her father's name (like her hus-
band's) was "Stephen Simpson"; that their residence was at 
Mitcham in Surrey (Surry); and it is to be noted that one of 
the witnesses is "William Simpson." 
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REWARDING VISIT TO WOLSTON 
The names and the circumstances determined me, on my 
next visit to England, to visit Wolston in Warwickshire and 
St. Margaret's Church, the site of Stephen Simpson's baptism; 
and to locate 28 Bryanston Street, London, the site of his 
death; and also to trace his family, if possible, through the 
few recorded names and places. 
These enquiries were time-consuming but rewarding. 
The church itself and Wolston deserve some extended 
comment. They are as interesting as Dr. Stephen Simpson 
himself. 
I have already mentioned the coincidence that attracted 
my attention to the Norman doorway of the ancient church. 
My guide to the story of the church was Rev. R. P. Jones to 
whom I am most grateful, and also, a history written by R. 
Norton in 1952 and entitled "Wolston Church." 
William the Conqueror's "Domesday Book" mentions a 
priest stationed at Wolston but of that earlier church (possibly 
Saxon and wooden) no trace remains. 
The present church was begun in 1140 A.D. and building 
continued for some 10 years with many later additions. 
The Norman doorway dates from about 1150 A.D. and 
the north doorway is o'f XIV century, as is the main part of 
the chancel. The south arch belongs to the original Norman 
structure and the north arch dates from 1200. 
It was in the fourteenth century, however, that the church 
ST. MARGARET'S, WOLSTON 
from N.E. 
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began to assume its present proportions and appearance, 
Alice le Breton of Marston being one great benefactress. 
FONT 600 YEARS OLD 
The font was always invested with a particular sanctity, and 
a new one was provided at that time which has outlasted 600 
years and was undoubtedly the font at which Stephen Simpson 
was baptised. The oak roof bears an inscription reading: 
"THIS ROOF WAS REPAYRED AT THE CHARGE OF 
PAUL WENTWORTH IN THE YEAR 1680"; and among 
the State Papers of the time of Charles I there is a plan of the 
church at that date showing inter alia the seat of the Lord of 
the Manor by the south-west "steeple pillar" (with two seats 
for servants in attendance) and, incidentally, a noting that 
"Mr. Warner" complains that from his allotted seat in the 
south transept, "he can neither hear nor see" the priest in the 
pulpit! 
In passing, it may be mentioned that it appears from the 
historical records that the earliest church and advowson was 
granted by Hubert Baldron, with the consent of his feudal 
overlord Roger, Earl of Shrewsbury, to the Norman Abbey 
of St. Pierre-sur-Dives about the year 1090 and it was con-
trolled by it tiU 1317. But we were at war with France in 
14th CENTURY FONT (and carved wooden cover), 
ST. MARGARET'S, WOLSTON. 
It was at this Font that (Dr.) Stephen Simpson was baptised on 29 July 1793. 
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1317; the Priory was French; and we are not surprised there-
fore to find it "in the King's gift" till 1396, when the Priory 
was sold to the Carthusians of St. Anne of Coventry. It was 
held by them till Henry VIII dissolved the monasteries, and 
subsequently passed by grant or purchase into various lay 
hands. 
In 1759, the tower collapsed through the chancel roof 
disastrously, but all was restored within two years. Continued 
care has maintained this beautiful old church in a remarkable 
state of repair up to the present day. 
LONG SERIES OF TRANSFERS 
In 1650 it had reached the hands of Sir Peter Wentworth 
and it descended, ultimately, through the Wilcox family until 
1930 when Sir C. A. King-Harman acquired the advowson 
which, six years later, he conveyed to the Diocesan Board of 
Patronage, and so into direct ecclesiastical ownership again 
after four centuries. Throughout its long series of transfers, 
the church was plundered piecemeal by various owners, 
beginning with the Dissolution of the Monasteries, which 
itself involved the selling up of its goods, except insofar as 
they were hidden by pious church-members. 
It would appear that the vicar at the time of Stephen 
Simpson's baptism was John Shuckburgh, M.A., who held 
the post from 1790-1819, but vicars of the day were notorious 
absentees—sometimes for years together—and it may well 
have been that the actual ceremony was performed by the 
curate, Charles Baldwyn, who seems to have constantly 
carried out the routine duties of the place. 
From the place of Stephen Simpson's baptism in Wolston 
on 29 July 1793,1 moved my search to the place of his death 
28 Bryanston Street, London (11 March 1869), and found 
it without difficulty and relatively unchanged by the lapse of 
nearly a century. 
Bryanston Street and Old Quebec Street join very close to 
the Hyde Park underground station and the old red brick 
block of apartments—of which No. 28 has the original door-
way — must have been an imposing structure when first 
erected. I took a series of photographs of it. 
DISCOVERY IN BRITISH MUSEUM 
My further search for the origin of Stephen Simpson's 
family led me to the British Museum library where I dis-
covered a book by a Brevet-Colonel Stephen Simpson 
entitled: 
"SIMPSON—Records of an ancient yeoman family of 
the West Riding of Yorkshire 1544-1922" 
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published by Bemrose and Sons, Derby and London, 1922. 
1922. 
Brevet-Colonel Stephen Simpson says on page 78: 
"My father . . . told me that there was a family tradition 
that his Christian name 'Stephen' had been in use in the 
family for over 200 years." 
On going through the book and other records this was 
most noticeable. The first entry of note which I found was 
among the "Births." It read in the "dog-Latin" of the time: 
"18 Nov. 1632: 
Richus filius Stephen! Simpson de Hengill" 
and the next in the same series, was: 
"8 Aug. 1641: 
Stephus filius Stephni Simpson de Hengill." 
I passed over many others to note that fifty years later 
there was an entry recording the birth of (perhaps) a grand-
daughter of this Stephen, son of Stephen, and grandson of 
Stephen reading: 
"2 Feb. 1692: 
Alicia filia Stephi Simpson de Gisburne." 
Searching the burial notices I found two entries reading: 
"5 th May 1743: 
Stephen Simpson of Hengill — widower." 
"15 March 1766: 
Stephen Simpson of Cracow Hill" 
respectively. 
Remembering that Dr. Stephen Simpson's father was 
Thomas Gravenor Simpson and that his sister's name was 
Elizabeth, and that his wife Sophia Anne was the daughter 
of still another Stephen Simpson, I was interested to see how 
many times "Stephen," "Thomas" and "Elizabeth" occurred 
as family names, in these records. 
A LARGE FAMILY 
Brevet-Colonel S. Simpson does not claim that the list is 
complete—it obviously is NOT—^but I have no doubt myself 
that this is the family from which Dr. Stephen Simpson 
derives, and his birth is probably not recorded at Wolston 
because he was not born there, but at a neighbouring town— 
the family was a large one and spread all round the West 
Riding of Yorkshire and south as far as Leeds, Manchester, 
and indeed London (and, as I think, to Coventry (Wolston) 
and to Mitcham (Surrey) where Sophia Anne Simpson's 
father was established as a solicitor). 
In the neighbourhood to the North of the West Riding of 
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Yorkshire is Kirkby Stephen and I wonder whether this has 
any significance. 
The main area of origin of Brev. Col. Simpson's own 
branch of the family is Gisburn; but Cracow, Greta Bridge, 
Hengill, etc., come in as home-sites of close relatives, also 
Preston and Bolton, and they spread as far afield as Lan-
caster, Leeds, Manchester and York. The Greta River is at 
the extreme boundary of the West Riding, west of the Pennine 
Hills; touching the Lancashire boundary and, indeed, crossing 
it to reach the sea westerly, via the Lune; but there is another 
Greta River swinging east to empty via the Tees, and it is on 
this that Greta Bridge stands (unless, as may well be the case, 
there are two!). 
I bought two maps to identify the areas and found Gisburn; 
Carcow or Cracow; Greta Bridge (well East but also well 
North); Kirkby Stephen (30 miles well North); Preston (25 
miles S.W.); and all on the way easily to Manchester or 
York, Leeds, etc., and to the growing cities to the South 
which were just coming into their own with the great indus-
trial expansion from 1750 onwards. From Gisburn, the 
original main home of the family, it is less than 100 miles 
to most of these areas as the crow flies, but, of course, crows 
flew a bit less readily in those days than they do at present! 
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Marriage Certificate of Stephen Simpson and Sophia Anne Simpson; 
and Death Certificate of Stephen Simpson. 
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The names that interested me most were: Thomas, son of 
Thomas, baptised 27 Sep. 1747 at Bolton by Bowland, and 
Elizabeth (apparently his sister), baptised 10 May 1749, 
because my first impression was that these may have been 
Dr. Stephen Simpson's father and his aunt. His own elder 
sister was baptised "Elizabeth" (daughter of Thomas Simp-
son) in 1791, and he himself on 29 July 1793—making his 
father (if it is his father) 45 at the time of his birth in 1792. 
It now seems certain this was his family and I think, 
although I have no actual proof nor means of it, that I can 
even trace the branch. Exasperatingly enough, this is marked 
in the family tree: "No further record of this branch exists." 
However, the names, the dates, etc., correspond so well 
that it is almost certain, to my mind, that Stephen Simpson 
was the son of Thomas Simpson and his wife Anne Bank, 
married at Gisburn in 1782; we know they had one son who 
died in infancy and thereafter escape the record, but they 
might easily have had a daughter Elizabeth born 1791 and a 
son Stephen born 1792/3. This Thomas was the son of 
another Stephen Simpson who had three sons and one 
daughter who survived out of a larger family. His father was 
William Simpson who had a brother Thomas and another 
brother Stephen. All three were the sons of still another 
Stephen Simpson! 
ORIGINALLY A QUAKER FAMILY 
The family was originally a Quaker family, but various 
members left the church and joined Anglican or other 
Doorway of house at which Dr. Simpson died on March 11, 1869. 
Bryanston Street, near Portman Square. 
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denominations. One at least was expelled for marrying out-
side the Quaker church and because he admitted he had done 
so because his intended wife was pregnant before marriage! 
Perhaps it was because he'd left the Quakers, as many did on 
gaining some afl^uence and city residence, that Stephen 
father had him baptised in the Church of England of St. 
Margaret at Wolston. 
It will be recalled that Sophia Anne Simpson, who was 
Dr. S. Simpson's wife, was a relative, and that her father's 
name was also Stephen Simpson; and that "William Simpson" 
was one of the witnesses who signed the register! 
Apart from their constant repetition of family names— 
their Stephens, Thomases, Williams, Elizabeths, etc.—they 
showed a great tendency to marry within permitted groups 
of their own relationship. 
Brevet-Colonel Stephen Simpson found great satisfaction 
in his research into his family tree and its ancient roots and 
branches, and I felt a great kinship with him when he 
expressed himself on it as follows: 
Where Dr. Simpson died, March 11, 1869. 
Bryanston Street, London. 
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"There is to me an exquisite pleasure in rescuing the 
memory of past days from the dust scattered over it by 
Time!" 
So much then for the origin, the baptism, the fife and the 
death of Dr. Stephen Simpson, the builder in 1852/53 of 
Wolston House, Wacol. 
This permits me, perhaps, to question a paragraph of my 
earher paper (Journal, Vol. viii. No. 1, pp. 49/50) , in which 
1 said that the large double room in freestone with the folding 
doors was probably added to the other part by the Goggs 
family. Further investigation seems to indicate that this room 
and the kitchen—both in freestone (Jeay's quarry)—were 
originally built on the separated plan almost universal in 
early houses (to minimise fire risk), and were subsequently 
joined by the intermediate brick portion, and all housed under 
a continuous shingle roof, the intervening space being adapted 
to its use as dining-sitting-room combined; pantry and bed-
room (subdivided); adding to the accommodation in the 
original freestone block a bathroom within the return veran-
dah; and making it available for conversion to its later use as 
a reception and drawing room, when the growth of the large 
family (12 children including a number of girls who married 
well) made an annexe necessary, and entertainment on a 
rather lavish scale, desirable. 
The annexe which was no part of the original structure is 
marked for demolition in due course. 
NEWSTEAD HOUSE AND THE SOCIETY 
Let me pass now from Wolston House (1852/3) to New-
stead House (1846), and, just as Wolston House is perma-
nently linked with the life of Dr. Stephen Simpson, let us 
consider together the long association and statutory relation-
ship of Newstead House and this Society. 
But before doing so, I wish to remind you that Wolston 
House is the first historic building transferred to the National 
Trust by deed of grant from the Government of Queensland, 
for restoration and preservation. 
The National Trust and the Royal Historical Society are, 
in fact, supplementary to one another in purpose, and, to a 
large extent, in membership. The Royal Historical Society 
aims to record the history of Queensland as its first objective, 
and to house and display at Newstead in its historical museum 
items that illustrate that history, or particular incidents, or 
persons. The National Trust aims to preserve historic build-
ings, or sites, or unique features of Queensland's scenic and 
other characteristics. 
It may be well to consider how these objectives were 
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instituted and to what extent they are presently operative or 
in process of attainment. 
The Royal Historical Society of Queensland was inaugu-
rated by 100 foundation members, including many important 
political figures in State and Local Government; University 
and other leaders of thought; and businessmen, in the com-
munity. As the "Historical Society of Queensland" the 
inaugural meeting was held on 21 August 1913 (53 years 
ago) under the chairmanship of His Excellency, The 
Governor, Sir William MacGregor. Its first President was 
Sir Arthur Morgan. 
The war of 1914-1918, and various disturbed circum-
stances following it, affected the regular progress of the 
Historical Society in its first 15 years, and during that time 
it had no fixed meeting place, thought it was greatly assisted 
by the Brisbane City Council, which for a time gave it the 
use of a room in the City Hall for its books, documents, etc. 
NEWSTEAD HOUSE BECOMES SOCIETY'S HOME 
The City of Brisbane had purchased Newstead House from 
Mrs. Caroline Heaslop in 1918; and in 1928 it was suggested 
by Alderman M. P. Campbell, with strong support, that 
Newstead House be made available for the Society's purposes 
wholly or in part. 
In 1931, on a formal motion at a meeting of the Brisbane 
City Council and with the support of the then Lord Mayor 
(Alderman J. W. Greene), an agreement was reached by 
which the Historical Society was given the use of three rooms 
in Newstead House under a 21 years' lease (1932-1953) at a 
peppercorn rental. 
The rooms on this basis were officially handed over to the 
Society (of which Mr. Inigo Jones was then President) by the 
Lord Mayor on 30 May 1932. 
In December 1934, His Excellency, the Governor (Sir 
Leslie Wilson) proposed that Newstead House should be 
handed over to the Historical Society completely, with a view 
to the establishment there of a permanent Historical Museum 
as an objective expansion of the Society's work as a body 
recording history and to provide adequately for that expan-
sion and the display of the historical relics and treasures. 
All concerned agreed, but a formal difficulty arose: though 
the Society was possessed of many most valuable things, it 
was not an incorporated body and was therefore not entitled 
in law to own and store items—nor to take action against 
persons who stole, destroyed or converted any of them to 
their own use. Moreover, it was always possible that the 
Society might ultimately be dissolved, or lose its identity. 
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INCORPORATION ACHIEVED 
In 1935 therefore, the President (then Sir Raphael 
Cilento) initiated action for incorporation to meet this initial 
disability, and this was achieved in 1936. 
In connection with its second aspect, the Society itself sug-
gested that the State should set up a Trust, housing it at 
Newstead House and incorporating that address in its name; 
that the properties, documents, historical relics, etc., in the 
possession of the Society and any others of which it might 
become possessed in the future should pass to the Trust for 
their security and preservation; and willingly offered its ser-
vices as curator, collator of records, etc., etc., with the 
additional recommendation that the Trust should be fully 
representative of the Government of Queensland as bene-
ficiary and guarantor; of the Brisbane City Council as actual 
owner of the property (Newstead House) and of the His-
torical Society as routine controller and custodian. 
The Society was most anxious for assistance for the pro-
posed extension of activities to include a historic museum in 
which Brisbane was totally lacking and still is. 
In March 1938, on an unofficial suggestion from the then 
Premier (the Hon. W. Forgan Smith), the Historical Society 
set up a special committee to prepare in detail a draft scheme 
for the creation of such a Trust and subsequently a deputation 
including Sir Raphael Cilento, then Vice-President of the 
Society, Alderman A. Laurie and Mr. A. G. Davies 
(Honorary Secretary), waited upon the Premier to ask for 
financial assistance towards carrying these proposals into 
effect. The Premier received the deputation cordially and 
referred it to the State Treasurer (then the late Hon. F. A. 
Cooper) to explore the matter with the Brisbane City Council 
and the Historical Society; to reach a stage of definition to 
stabilise the position of the Historical Society with regard 
to Newstead House in order that, as its funds permitted, 
progress should be made from time to time towards the 
establishment there of a historic museum. 
The first of two definitive actions in the matter was taken 
at a meeting of the Brisbane City Council on 28 February 
1939, when a resolution was carried and recorded that New-
stead House, owned by the city, should be placed under a 
Trust "for the use and enjoyment of the Historical Society 
of Queensland for all time." This objective and this condition 
of transfer from the Brisbane City Council to a Trust have 
never been challenged. 
The Government in virtue of this resolution and, entirely 
accepting the representations of the special committee of the 
Historical Society, proceeded to implement the second by an 
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appropriate Act entitled "An Act to authorise the creation 
of a Trust with respect to a building known as Newstead 
House: to define the powers and duties of the said Trust, and 
for other purposes." 
At this stage occurred an incident which was to have 
entirely unexpected consequences nearly thirty years later— 
today, in fact! 
The Parliamentary Draftsman, the late J. E. Broadbent, 
collapsed in office, and Mr. J. Seymour, who succeeded him, 
was obliged to undertake a most onerous programme of work 
during a Parliamentary session that was overshadowed also 
by the outbreak, on 3 September 1939, of World War II. 
These exigencies meant reducing enactments to those most 
essential, and the Act regarding Newstead House and its Trust 
was set aside for the time. 
AN INCOMPLETE ACT 
Mr. Broadbent had roughly drafted its basic clauses, but 
had left the specific matters affecting the Historical Society 
blank, awaiting the study of precedents here and elsewhere, 
and the Act, to that extent, was inchoate. The Premier, the 
late W. Forgan Smith, had promised that it would be promul-
gated during that Parliamentary session: he was a vigorous 
and peremptory person, and, discovering in the last days of 
the session that it had been overlooked, hfc demanded that it 
be immediately brought forward, with all deficiencies, which, 
he added, could be corrected by amendment "next year." 
When it was pointed out that the Act was intended to 
confirm and stabilise the Society in its relation to Newstead 
House, and its functions there, but that, although adumbrated 
in the preamble, this was missing from the body of the Act 
for the reasons stated, he brushed this off, saying it could, 
and would, be corrected, and that, in any case, no one would 
ever question either the tenure of the Society, or its custodial 
care of its goods: anything less would be confiscation of 
many thousands of pounds' worth of books, relics, and other 
goods, without compensation, either in cash or by privileges. 
BILL RUSHED THROUGH PARLIAMENT 
Strictly and literally interpreted, however, this was the 
purport of the Bill as it was rushed through Parliament in 
the dying hours of the session, and became law as the Act 
(No. 31 of George VI) on 8 December 1939, when World 
War II was three months old! 
As the Premier had suggested, no one questioned the 
tenure of Newstead House by the Society, nor its custodial 
functions, and day to day administration through its succes-
sion of Honorary Secretaries (who now also enjoyed a paid 
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status as secretaries to the Newstead House Trust) for over 
25 years—until, in fact, this and last year! 
The Act, however, contained various important provisions. 
Among these paragraph 3 makes legally official the machinery 
proposed by the Historical Society, i.e. the Trust, in man-
datory form, is set to comprise three members appointed by 
Order in Council, one of whom is always to be "a represen-
tative of the Historical Society of Queensland, nominated in 
that behalf by the said Society, and approved by the 
Governor-in-Council." 
The Trust as mentioned was authorised to appoint a Secre-
tary, who should act as its appropriate agent. The officer 
appointed was the Honorary Secretary of the Historical 
Society, and during the whole period 1939-1966 the Secre-
tary has also been the Honorary Secretary of the Historical 
Society of Queensland, carrying out all the duties of the dual 
post and arranging allocation of time for meetings of the 
Historical Society, or any other body permitted to hold 
occasional or incidental meetings at Newstead House, and, 
of course, the complete control of floor space and display for 
the purposes of the Historical Museum. 
By an Order-in-Council of 24 February 1940, the first 
Board of Trustees was constituted as follows: 
(1) Chairman of the. Board of Trustees and Represen-
tative of the Government—The Hon. F. A. Cooper 
(State Treasurer); 
(2) Representative of the Brisbane City Council—The 
Hon. A. J. Jones (then Lord Mayor); and 
(3) Representative of the Historical Society of Queens-
land—the then President, Mr. Fergus McMaster. 
NEWSTEAD SOUVENIR ISSUE 
The Historical Socidty was jubilant at this recognition and 
support and the Secretary of the Society (then the late A. G. 
Davies) prepared a Newstead Souvenir Issue of the Journal 
of the Historical Society 
"To mark the taking over of Newstead House for the 
purposes of a Historical Museum and to give a brief recital 
of the developments which led up to the Society's occu-
pancy of the House, its preservation so far as possible 
unaltered, together with its archives, etc.—a consideration 
which doubtless actuated the Queensland Government and 
the Brisbane City Council in deciding upon such assistance 
as they have given to make this possible." 
In a foreword especially written for this Journal, the Hon. 
F. A. Cooper wrote inter alia: 
"I should state that because of a keen desire on the 
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part of the Historical Society to preserve one of Queens-
land's outstanding historical buildings, the Government of 
Queensland and the Brisbane City Council agreed to spend 
up to £1,200 between them on the restoration of the build-
ing. Portions of the House have been fireproofed, and the 
whole building has been fitted for the purpose of housing 
items and records of historical value." 
This was dated 10 September 1940, when the war had not 
yet spread to Asia, but with Japan's entry into it, and the 
establishment of the American base in AustraUa, the building 
was taken over and was not again available to the Society 
until 1946. 
MANDATORY PROVISION NOT IMPLEMENTED 
The Chairmanship of the three-man Trust was obviously 
for the Government representative as guarantor and recipient 
of the goods of the Society (estimated at $130,000). In the 
discussions preliminary to the drafting of the Bill it had been 
emphatically stipulated, however, by the Treasurer and by 
the Lord Mayor, that they desired to have no obligation 
whatever in respect of the routine day to day running of 
affairs, and that this should continue to be the responsibility 
of the Historical Society (as it had been since 1913, and as 
it has remained since 1939—a total of 53 years). 
For that purpose, a section was included in the Act (S.3., 
s.s.7) which stated: 
"The Trust shall, before proceeding to the despatch of 
any other business, choose one of its members to be vice-
chairman," and that as often as the post became vacant, 
it should be re-filled. 
This mandatory provision was never implemented. The 
(then) President of the Society (Sir Fergus McMaster) was 
unable, in those first years of grave reverses in war, the 
occupancy of Newstead House by the U.S.A., and other 
compelling obligations, to find time or undertake formally, 
the position of Vice-Chairman. Everyone concerned ignored 
all but military issues—the section lay latent. 
A DEAD LETTER 
There was also power under S.14 for regulations to be 
drawn for all necessary purposes, but this, too, has never 
been exercised, and, by mutual consent, and a recognition of 
the duality of interest, matters proceeded as before, entirely 
governed by the Historical Society, the Act becoming in the 
intervening 27 years a dead letter. So far as the Trust is 
concerned, its own meetings were, and are, few and formal 
only: for example, there have been three formal meetings 
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(two in 1960: one this year) and one informal meeting, in 
the last seven years! The Act itself is out of print. It is 
doubtful, indeed, whether anything done under the Act has 
any vahdity, and whether justice, prudence, and order do not 
jointly demand that it be re-written. 
The Society originally asked for the establishment of the 
Trust in order to preserve Newstead House and to safeguard 
for the people of Queensland all historic records and relics 
which might otherwise be lost, or might fall into the hands 
of exploiters, or others, to the detriment of the State and the 
public. Its interest, objectives, and status were never chal-
lenged until very recently, when, owing to the non-implemen-
tation of the Act, a private unincorporated group which had 
been permitted access informally to Newstead House, but 
was actively in competition with the State for historic relics, 
questioned the legality of our tenure and claimed equal rights 
in virtue of its (informal) use of the building. 
ACTIVITIES RESUMED AND ENLARGED 
Meanwhile, from 1947, when the Society had returned 
after the war to Newstead House, activities had been resumed 
and enlarged—especially those of educational value. Of 
these, the outstanding production has been the Journal of the 
Society, published annually, and recognised as one of the 
outstanding cultural publications in this field in Australia. It 
fully justifies the comments made on 1 December 1947 by 
the Hon. J. Larcombe, M.L.A., then Chairman of the Trust: 
"Queenslanders are indebted to the members of the 
Historical Society of Queensland for the capable and 
diligent way in which the Society has searched for, obtained 
and preserved valuable records of the State, which may 
have otherwise perished; and also for the manner in which 
the Society has kept before the people of Queensland, by 
lectures and writings, an outline of the history of our 
country. . . . I wish to emphasise my view that in encourag-
ing the study of the history of Queensland, and in preserv-
ing valuable historical records of the State, the Historical 
Society of Queensland is engaged in a noble task." 
It may be mentioned that in this same year on 15 March 
1947, His Excellency the (then) Governor, Sir John 
Lavarack, Patron of the Society (as every Governor has been 
since the first Patron Sir William MacGregor accepted that 
post in 1913) opened the Welsby Historical Library which 
was bequeathed to the Society by Thomas Welsby and has 
been available there since to all students of history for reading 




The educational aspect of widest impact, however, is the 
Museum which is of very great value, but lacks adequate 
display space, especially for that "folk-museum" in which 
Brisbane has always been lacking, and still is. Until very 
recently, lack of funds and lack of opportunity hampered 
progress in this field. Indeed, the remarks of the late 
Professor Alcock, who succeeded me as President when I 
went overseas at the beginning of 1945, are as applicable in 
1966 as they were when he made them in 1947. He said: 
"As for the Museum, may I be permitted to point out 
that although, as has been said, we are deficient in our 
means of display now, it is unwise for us to neglect any 
opportunity that offers, to acquire by gift or bequest, 
material suitable for our collection. Quite apart from 
curiosities, there is a need (as yet unmet—even in small 
degree) for period furniture suited to this house and its 
associations. We should show future generations how the 
past lived and in what surroundings." 
"That remark extends," he added, "to such items as 
kitchenware and utensils, hangings and the like." 
In 1959, the Society, which was then in its 46th year, was 
granted by Her Gracious Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, the 
right to use the prefix "Royal": and has proudly done so 
since. 
COMMONWEALTH-STATE ALLOCATIONS 
The Commonwealth of Australia, on application, was suf-
ficiently impressed by the work of the Society to agree to 
allocate annually £500 ($1,000) for the furtherance of the 
Journal and other educational objectives, provided the State 
contributed an equivalent. The State, in fact, contributes 
considerably more in respect of the upkeep of the building 
(though this, of course, is its own property) and the salary 
of the Secretary to the Trust, and this is accepted as, at least, 
equivalent. The establishment of the National Trust of 
Queensland at the end of 1963, which has objectives com-
plementary to those of the Royal Historical Society, was a 
further source of inspiration to members and friends. 
IMMENSE IMPROVEMENTS 
In 1964, the then Patron of the Society, His Excellency 
the Governor, Sir Henry Abel Smith, visited Newstead House 
and recommended strongly that what he described as our 
"magnificent collection of marine relics" alone, apart from 
the vast array of other materials, justified adequate display. 
About the same time, the Lord Mayor (Aid. Clem Jones), 
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visiting Newstead House for the first time as a member of the 
Trust, deplored the inadequate facilities for museum pur-
poses: the drab series of portraits, obscuring the walls of the 
lecture room, and other apartments closed for lack of facih-
ties. He strongly urged the restoration of the gracious appear-
ance of the place by the use of the period furniture, etc., the 
Society had been steadily acquiring, and now had in store. 
With the enthusiastic guidance of the Secretary (Mrs. 
Harris), these stimulating incidents led to the immense 
improvements of today. But good fortune and progress tend 
to arouse hostility from unsuccessful competitors. 
AMENDED ACT SOUGHT 
Under these circumstances, it was decided to seek an 
amended Act which would correct the dangers inherent in 
relying upon a "gentleman's agreement," and a hasty, faulty 
and inoperative Act. 
It is proposed to ask the Government: 
1. To remove the impression the present Act gives that it 
is an arbitrary confiscation of our assets (estimated as equal 
to $130,000 in present currency) without compensation, and 
in defiance of the conditions precedent, agreed upon in con-
ference. 
2. To recall the fact that the Trust was set up on a specific 
request from the Society which proposed as members— 
(a) the State, as guarantor and factor of permanent 
security for historic records and relics, with recog-
nised priority of right for acquisition of such; 
(b) the City Council, as actual owner of the House 
(originally) and maintenance authority of the park 
in which it stands; and 
(c) the Society, as original owner, donor of its assets, and 
continuing custodian to identify, collate, maintain, 
preserve, and display the recorcls, relics, and period 
furniture Newstead House contains, and 
3. To stabilise the position by amending the Act in the 
1967 session of Parliament: 
(i) by adding to the appropriate section of the Act the 
words—"Subject always to the Trust, the Royal Historical 
Society of Queensland, Incorporated, shall have the use and 
enjoyment of Newstead House, and shall identify, collate, 
maintain, preserve and display any or all historical records, 
relics, period furniture, and other objects and items, the 
property of the Trust, to the best advantage and interest of 
the public for such time as the said Society continues to 
perform such duties to the satisfaction of the Trust. Unless 
expressly exempted in writing, any such objects and items 
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displayed or housed at Newstead House by any person or 
body, shall be deemed to be donated to the Trust and shall 
become the property of the Trust," and "the Royal Historical 
Society of Queensland, Incorporated shall have a prior right 
to the use and enjoyment of Newstead House for its lectures 
and other educational activities, and the Secretary of the 
Trust may permit such other Societies or other bodies with 
Uke objectives to use the lecture room or other approved 
space for similar purposes provided that the times so allocated 
do not encroach upon the times set, apart as available to the 
general public as visiting and viewing hours"; and 
(ii) by replacing S.3., s.s.7 of the Act, which is inoperable 
and may be considered to invaUdate the Act, and anything 
proposed to be done under it, by the following: 
"The person approved and gazetted by the Governor-in-
Council as the representative of the Royal Historical 
Society of Queensland Incorporated shaU be, during his 
term of appointment, the Vice-Chairman of the Trust." 
This will restore and implement the intention of the Com-
mittee set up to report and recommend to the (then) Premier 
as to conditions and considerations prior to the drafting of 
the Act (which was never, in fact, a completed task owing 
to the circumstances set out earlier, and particularly the 
collapse in office of the Parliamentary draftsman, the late 
J. Broadbent). 
(iii) Similarly, regulations for routine working should be 
set up under s.l4, since there are none at present, and day to 
day decisions by the Chairman (who is only one member of 
the Trust) have no greater nor less validity than the decisions 
of any other member of the Trust unless confirmed by them— 
a laborious and invidious process. 
It is to be hoped, and I believe it will be the case, that the 
Government will recognise that the conditions precedent to 
the establishment of the Trust were based on initial and con-
tinuing donations of total and future assets, past, present and 
future services, and activities to the public over a period of 
53 years by the Society. 
It would be totally inequitable if the personal interests of 
members of any unincorporated body (which, if such, would 
be unable to hold property in its own right perhaps) and in 
active competition with the Trust (i.e., with the State and the 
public of Queensland) for objects of historic interest and 
value for which the Trust has surely a prior claim, should be 
regarded as equivalent in merit without any corresponding 
provision to the Trust of their goods or services. The public, 
it is believed, would certainly take that view. 
